
Questions? Need Info?

Call: 888-312-0812

Visit: www.faubourgmarigny.org

President’s Report
By FMIA President, Chris Costello

With the election behind us the true rebuilding of
New Orleans begins.

The rebuilding, however, should not rest solely on
our elected officials. Their job is simply to represent
our views and help fulfill our needs as a
neighborhood. Therefore, we need ideas from
everyone to rebuild a stronger, better city. In the
coming months, we will have meetings to plan the
future of our neighborhood. Our plans and
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General Meeting
This Monday, 6/19

At 6:30pm at St. Paul Lutheran Church.

This meeting will include a visit from our new city
council member, James Carter. Please come and
welcome him and take this opportunity to ask him
questions or voice your concerns.

Bringing food is not required, of course, but if you
would like to, please bring a meat dish if your last name
begins with A-E, a vegetable dish if your last name
begins with F-G, bread/pasta/rice (N-R), or dessert (S-
Z). Thanks!
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recommendations will be developed based on the
information gathered at our February meeting, your
new ideas and the land that is available for
development. This is exciting opportunity for
everyone to help shape our neighborhood.

City Planning has resurrected the 2005 Riverfront
Vision Plan. Considering the state of the City and the
lack of support for the Riverfront Vision Plan prior to
Katrina, I was disappointed that the Riverfront Vision
Plan is back on the agenda so soon. Prior to Katrina,
a vision for the riverfront made sense as we had a
viable City to support it. Nine months later, our City
cannot house the thousands of people who want to
return home and City services are in disarray. Where
are our priorities? The riverfront? This plan should
be put on the back burner while the City Planning
Commission tackles more important issues such as a
Master Plan for the City. A Master Plan will make a
bigger difference in the rebuilding effort and help
bring people home.

The most unfortunate part of the 2005 Riverfront
Vision Plan is that it never included the needs or
desires of the neighborhoods. It is a wish list of
developers’ needs and desires to develop our
riverfront for their short-term profit.

Our riverfront must be developed, but not at the
expense of the neighborhoods. We have successfully
worked with City Planning in the past and I am
confident, if given the chance, we can work with them
to develop a better plan that respects our
neighborhood, our investments and our cultural and
historical tourism economy.

*
I would like to especially thank all the volunteers who
helped make this year’s Home Tour such an
enormous success. It was a large undertaking but in
Reg and Deborah’s skilled hands it seemed as easy as
drinking a glass of fine wine. I would also like to
thank the homeowners who generously opened their
magnificent homes for this worthwhile event. This
event was a leap forward in letting people know that
we are back and rebuilding our lives in America’s
most authentic city.

*
It is time to begin preparing for our September Board
elections.

We are fortunate to live in a thriving neighborhood.
This good fortune is thanks in part to our
community’s generous and diverse residents
possessing tremendous volunteer spirit. The Marigny
today did not come about by accident. It is the
achievement of hundreds of people over 35 years.
And like a garden, if we want to maintain it, we are
going to have to nurture and work at it.

As you plan for your year ahead, please join your
neighbors and step forward to help out, whether as a
Board member, a committee member or one of the
many volunteers that make such great things happen
in our community. We need your help more than
ever. Together we are making the Marigny even
better.

"Hard Living in the Big Easy"

by Jose Torres Tamas

The well-known moniker of New Orleans as the "Big
Easy" was washed away with Katrina's floodwaters.
In its wake, we have been left with a crippled

economy and the murky residue of rents that

Meetings

FMIA General and Board meetings are open to the public.
Committees and committee meetings are also open to
anyone who is interested or would like to help.

Board meetings are the first Wednesday of each month.
The next board meeting will be on July 5, 7:00 p.m.,
location TBA (see FMIA website).

General meetings are the third Monday of each month at
7:00p.m at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 2624 Burgundy
Street. (There are no general meetings in July and
December.)

The next general meeting will be Monday, June 19.
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Marigny Bi-Centennial T-Shirts

We now have Bi-Centennial t-shirts and women’s
tank tops in various colors for $15.

. . . and Mugs

There are also bi-centennial coffee mugs for $5.

Interested? Email info@faubourgmarigny.org.

Nominations

Interested in a better neighborhood? Want to meet
some amazing people? Consider joining a committee
or being on the Board. We encourage those who
have a couple hours a week to consider serving on the
Board or on a committee.

Now more than ever we need people to help us move
our neighborhood forward through the recovery. If
you can help, please contact a current Board Member
or email info@faubourgmarigny.org.

Le Gros Inquiétude

Yours Truly in a Swamp

By Leonard Earl Johnson

"There is no waterline on the soul of New Orleans."
~ Nick Spitzer, host and producer of NPR’s
American Routes Sheraton Hotel, Canal Street, New
Orleans National Main Streets Conference June 7,
2006

The Big Uneasy

L. A. Norma blew Camel Cigarette smoke out the
rear dormer at Squalor Heights. Her house in the
French Quarter was untouched by Hurricanes Katrina
and Rita, but since our return from Lafayette she does
not like staying there. Come mornings, she herds her
courtyard turtles into their food pit and strikes out to
explore what is left of The City FEMA Forgot.

This day she has come to Squalor Heights to watch

the news on my little black and white television – and
me peeling shrimp – at the kitchen table. Between
sips of chicory-laced coffee, she talks to the little TV.
And me.

She says to one of us, "How fine it is to again have
good chicory coffee." In the land of boudin they do
not serve the brew. The TV’s little talking head
interrupts to say Saint Bernard Parish board members
have returned from a disaster-management
convention in Washington, D. C., talking of hiring
former FEMA director, Michael D. Brown, as
consultant and liaison.

"Well, damn it all!" Norma spurts, sitting her cup on
the table. She stands inside the dormer and lights
another cigarette.

"Those dolts are fixin’ to get hogtied and
Republicanized!"

"Those dolts" had come back to Chalmette swooning
over meeting "Heckuva’ Job Brownie!" (Brownie
opened a disaster consulting firm in Boulder,
Colorado, after being fired as director of FEMA).
"Are they crazy?" I ask, "why not Nero?" "Why not
‘Spoons’ Butler?" she says, from behind a plume of
cigarette smoke. Nero was the emperor who fiddled
while Rome burned; Michael D. Brown was the
FEMA director who sat in his Baton Rouge hotel
rooms after the hurricanes, putting mousse in his hair
and

(Continued on page 6)

Abandoned cars

For removal of abandoned cars call: 658-2299

Welcome New Members!

Sheryl Smith George Vie

See you at St. Paul’s.


