
Questions? Need Info?

Call: 888-312-0812
Visit: www.faubourgmarigny.org

President’s Report
By Chris Costello

Ten months ago, we held our first meeting after
Katrina. St. Paul Lutheran was packed with FMIA
members and residents from the surrounding
neighborhoods trying to get information about the
status of services, the process of recovery and the
progress to date. (continued page 2)
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General Meeting
This Monday, 8/21

6:30pm at St. Paul Lutheran Church

At this month’s meeting we will vote on the revised
Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation and have a
presentation on Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD) from Laurie Oppenheim Dawes. Laurie
will explain the what, why, how, and when PTSD
occurs and demonstrate how music therapy can
assist us in processing the trauma all of us relate
to from hurricane Katrina.

Meetings start with a potluck with business items
starting promptly at 7:15. Bringing food is not
required, of course, but if you would like to, please
bring a meat dish if your last name begins with A-
E, a vegetable dish if your last name begins with
F-G, bread/pasta/rice (N-R), or dessert (S-Z).

No time to cook? Grab something from one of our
local business. Thanks!
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Moving Forward
Making Smart Choices

It has been over five months since the proposed
changes to the Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation
were published in our newsletter and 4 months
since we discussed the proposed changes at our
April meeting. This time has given us the
opportunity to digest the changes to make sure
they are smart choices for us. Now it is time to vote
on them.

The proposed changes to the bylaws are meant to
strengthen the organization to meet the demands of
the future. Katrina taught us many valuable
lessons--some of which have inspired changes to
these documents. In some cases, changes were
inspired to protect the organization by clarifying
definitions and responsibilities, closing loopholes
and resolving discrepancies between documents.

If you do not have a copy of the documents with the
proposed changes, you can find them on our web
site at www.faubourgmarigny.org , request a copy
by sending an email to info@faubourgmarigny.org
or call our 888 number (888-312-0812) to request a
copy.

For those who cannot make the meeting, you may
vote by written proxy. A self addressed, stamped
envelope with a written proxy is included with your
newsletter. Please take a moment to fill it out. The
deadline is Monday August 28st. All written proxies
postmarked by August 28st will be counted in the
vote.

If you have any questions about any of the changes
please contact Gary deLeaumont at (504) 944-
4279.

Nominations
Interested in a better neighborhood? A better City?
Want to meet some amazing people? Consider joining
a committee or being on the Board. We encourage
those who have a couple hours a week to consider
serving on the Board or on a committee.

August is our nominating meeting. If you are
interested please contact Gary DeLeaumont at (504)
944-4279.

Now more than ever we need people to help us move
our neighborhood forward through the recovery. If
you can help, please contact a current Board Member
or email info@faubourgmarigny.org.

President’s Report continued

In some ways, it feels as though little has changed.
The rebuilding has proceeded thus far at a snail’s
pace, which is in part caused by the fact that City
Hall is overwhelmed and understaffed.

The good news is that we have made significant
strides in rebuilding our City. But, like repairs to the
foundation of a home, these accomplishments are
not always apparent. The bad news is that it will
take some time while City Hall reorganizes and re-
staffs itself for the better.

Do not despair. If we have made it this far, we can
certainly stick it out. This does not mean, however,
that we will wait complacently. We need to hold our
elected officials accountable for their jobs like we
are held accountable for ours.

Welcome New Members!

James Farr Louis Huson
Rachel Ornelas

Bohemian Armadillo Guesthouse
John Kopinetz

Mat Schwarzman Mimi Zarsky

See you at St. Paul’s.
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How? We need to let them know what we want.
And we need to set deadlines for things that need
to be done and make sure they follow through with
them. We can no longer stand by and watch City
Hall take shape. We need to make sure we are
included in the process so that we do not get back
the same inefficiencies and corruption that plagued
us before the storm.

Those that want to play by the old rules are waiting
for us to become complacent so they can get back
to business as usual. We cannot let that happen.
It would be a waste of a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity and complete act of disrespect to those
who lost their lives because of the incompetence of
the past.

We have so many things going for us. We have a
new City Council that is listening to our needs. In
particular, our Councilmember James Carter, who
is dedicated to cleaning up City Hall so that we may
have a safer and stronger New Orleans. We have
the eyes of the nation and the world on us, such
that those who deal in the dark have little to no
darkness in which to hide. Most importantly, we
have each other, and together we can build a
better, stronger city.

As the anniversary of Katrina grows near, let us
remember what we have lost and those who paid
the ultimate price and commit to making something
good come out of all the tragedy that has fallen
upon us. We have the opportunity. Let’s make the
best of it.

The looming anniversary will bring anxiety, tears,
grief and sorrow. Each of us will deal with the
tragedy in our own way, but for us to move on we
must come to terms with the past and work through
our emotions. Our August meeting topic will
discuss Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, the
symptoms to watch for and how music therapy can
help us in dealing with it. Please consider joining
us. If not for yourself, then do it for those you love
so you can help them through this rough time in
their lives.

Abandoned cars
For removal of abandoned cars call: 658-2299

Giving St. Claude Avenue
A Second Chance

For those that remember, St. Claude Avenue was
once a thriving commercial thoroughfare renowned
for its seafood restaurants and furniture shops.
Driving, walking or riding your bike down the
double-wide street, you can still see the remnants
of the St. Claude Avenue that was.

Over the years, many groups--including the FMIA--
have looked at ways to bring St. Claude back from
disrepair. There was interest, but not all of the
pieces of the puzzle where in place. That has now
changed.

The Regional Planning Commission and the State
of Louisiana Main Street program have structured a
commercial revitalization program modeled on
principles proposed by the National Main Street
Center. The New Orleans Main Street and
Neighborhood Business Development program
focuses on neighborhood commercial revitalization
and community development by addressing four
components of a traditional business corridor:
economic restructuring, promotion, design and
organization.

Organization : Building consensus and
cooperation among the groups that play roles in
the Main Street. Many individuals and

Meetings

FMIA General and Board meetings are open to the
public. Committees and committee meetings are also
open to anyone who is interested or would like to help.

Board meetings are the first Wednesday of each month.
The next board meeting will be on September 6, 7:00
p.m., location TBA (see FMIA website).

General meetings are the third Monday of each month
at 7:00p.m at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 2624
Burgundy Street. (There are no general meetings in July
and December.)

The next general meeting will be Monday, August 21.
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organizations in the community have a stake in
the economic viability of the Main Street,
including bankers, property owners, city and
parish officials, merchants, Main Street residents,
professionals, chamber of commerce members,
local industries, civic groups, historical societies
schools, consumers, real estate agents and local
media.

Economic Restructuring: Strengthening the
existing economic base of the Main Street while
diversifying it. Economic restructuring activities
include helping existing Main Street businesses
expand, recruiting new businesses to provide a
balanced mix, converting unused space into
productive property and sharpening the
competitiveness of Main Street merchants.

Promotion: Marketing the Main Street's unique
characteristics to shoppers, investors, new
businesses, tourists and others. Effective

promotion creates a positive image of the Main
Street through retail promotional activity, special
events and ongoing programs to build positive
perceptions of the district.

Design: Improving the Main Street's image by
enhancing its physical appearance--not just that
of buildings but also of street lights, window
displays, parking areas, signs, sidewalks,
promotional materials and all other elements that
convey a visual message about what the Main
Street is and what is has to offer.

The Urban Main Street Program is a proven
method of commercial revitalization. The Main
Street Approach is a community–driven,
comprehensive program to revitalize older,
traditional business districts throughout the United
States. It uses common–sense methods to
address the problems that face traditional business
districts. The underlying premise of the Main Street
approach is to encourage economic development
within the context of historic preservation in ways
appropriate to today’s marketplace.

The Main Street approach advocates a return to
community self-reliance, local empowerment, and
rebuilding of traditional commercial districts. The
rebuilding uses each community’s unique assets:
distinctive architecture, a pedestrian-friendly
environment, personal service, local ownership,
and a sense of place.

Over the past month, we have been working with
The Renaissance Project, Faubourg St. Roch and
The St. Claude Merchants Association in preparing
the application for the Main Street Program. It has
been a monumental task, but we are confident that
St. Claude Avenue will be chosen as one of the
four Main Streets in the program for New Orleans.

Thank you to all those who have been involved
thus far and helped make this application process a
reality. Special thanks go to Will Reihm, Diane
Lease, Dan Harris and Chris Costello for all the
legwork and meetings that helped put together the
application.
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