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President’s Report
By Chris Costello

The fall brings relief with cool weather and the
passing of our hurricane season. It is a great
time to be in New Orleans. This fall will be
different, however, in that we will have the
opportunity like no other to shape our
neighborhood and guide the future of the
Marigny for decades to come.

This Saturday starts the public input phase of
the Unified New Orleans Plan process with
Planning District meetings throughout the city.
The meeting for our district, District 7, will be
from 9:00 to 11:00 am at Desire Street
Ministries. We are excited that Clancy Goody
has stepped in to be our District Planner and
are looking forward to working with them
through this process. (Acorn, the previous
planner for our district, has been removed from
the position due to a conflict of interest, though
it may appeal this action.) Please make sure
to be a part of history and attend at least one if
not all the meetings for our district. Our
planners, district and neighborhood, need our
insight, ideas and experience so they can
develop a plan that uniquely fits our
neighborhood. If you need a ride or can share
a ride to any of the planning meetings please
let us know.

Volume 34, No.9 Les Amis de Marigny October 2006
Helping to make Marigny a better place to live and work

www.faubourgmarigny.org

Contents

President’s Report 1

2006-7 Board & Officers 2

Louisiana Main Street 3
Program: We Got It!

New Playground Equipment 3

Unified New Orleans 4
Plan Update

Reader’s Letter 4

Orchids and Onions 5

Marigny T-shirts & Mugs 5

Announcements 6

FMIA Board & Meeting 7
Minutes

FMIA Board &Committees 11



2

Another exciting opportunity for us to shape the
Marigny was announced this week. St. Claude
Avenue was named as one of the 4 Urban Main
Street Districts in New Orleans. This is a great
accomplishment as we were one of 4 chosen out
of 11 applications. This program will allow us to
revitalize our commercial corridor and attract new
businesses and services to St. Claude Avenue.
A big thanks to the organizations, business and
residents that supported the application
especially the Renaissance Project who took the
lead in putting it all together and to all those that
helped put the application together especially
Diane Lease, Dan Harris, and Will Riehm. We
are going to need everyone to get involved to
make this a success. If you can help let us know.

2006 ends our year long celebration of our
Bicentennial. To commemorate our milestone
and highlight the father of our faubourg, Bernard
Marigny we have organized a walking tour and
art market for Sunday, November 12th from Noon
to 4 p.m. Come and join your neighbors and
friends of the Marigny in the celebration and
consider bringing a few friends along to enjoy the
celebration and grab a bit or drink at one of our
great restaurants, bars or coffee shops. They
need our support.

The recent spate of crime in our neighborhood
has many people wondering what is being done?
We have invited the 5th and 8th Police
Department to our General meeting to give us an
update on the crime in our neighborhood and
advise us on how to protect ourselves as we go
about our daily lives. Please make a point to
invite your neighbors. We must all get involved if
we want a safer city.

Finally, I am honored to have again been voted in
as president. It is a great compliment to know
that you have confidence in me and I am very
humbled. I look forward to a very productive year
for our organization and am excited to work with
our very capable Board to continue our charge of
making the Marigny a great place to live, work
and play.

New Board Members &
Officers Elected

The FMIA Board introduces the following new
members who were elected at the last general
meeting:

Leigh Crawford -- A former resident of
Winchester, Virginia, Leigh came to the
Marigny last year having bought Elysian Fields
Inn with her husband Jim.

Marshall Greiss – A familiar face at recent
general meetings, Marshall is a ten year
resident of the Marigny and was, until recently,
head of the Juvenile Division of the St.
Tammany Parish Public Defender’s Office.

Simon Hand – Simon moved to the
neighborhood two years ago and has been
editing the newsletter since early 2006.

Chris Costello was also re-elected to the
board, where he will continue his tireless and
highly effective work as president.

General Meeting – Monday, 10/16
6:30pm at St. Paul Lutheran Church

This month’s meeting will be attended by
representatives of the 5th and 8th district police
departments. The topic will be crime in the Marigny.
Please come and join this important discussion.

Meetings start with a potluck with business items
starting promptly at 7:15. Bringing food is not required,
of course, but if you would like to, please bring a meat
dish if your last name begins with A-E, a vegetable dish
if your last name begins with F-G, bread/pasta/rice (N-
R), or dessert (S-Z).

No time to cook? Grab something from one of our local
business. Thanks!
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Finally, Gene Cizek will fill the position of Past
President on the board, having been elected by
the other past presidents. Gene is also familiar
to members, having brought his architecture
expertise to the organization since its inception
almost 35 years ago.

New Officers

The Board’s new officers, having been elected
at this month’s board meeting, are:

Chris Costello -- President

Reg Medellin – Vice President

Deborah Oppenhiem – Recording Secretary

Leigh Crawford – Corresponding Secretary

Bob Reddington – Treasurer

We Got It!

If you have not already heard our application
for the Urban Main Street Program was
accepted. This is a great opportunity for our
neighborhood and will help us revitalize St.
Claude Avenue to be a thriving commercial
corridor with businesses and services we need.

Our Main Street District involves nine blocks of
St. Claude Avenue from Elysian Fields to
Press Street and will offer businesses on St.
Claude Avenue grants to do façade
improvements and money to do street
improvements such as new street lights,
landscaping etc. For more information on the

Main Street Program visit
http://www.crt.state.la.us/hp/lmsintro.htm.

Now that we have made it over the hurdle of
the application process we will need to start
organizing our Main Street committees which
will steer our program. The committees are:

Organization Promotion
Design Economic Development

We will need the help of many volunteers for
these committees to make this program
successful. If you can help please call 888-
312-0812 or email info@faubourgmarigny.org.

New Playground Equipment

If you have visited Washington Square Park
with or without kids you surely have noticed the
rusting, broken playground equipment. It’s
useful life is
sadly almost up.

The Friends of
Washington
Square Park as
part of their
effort to maintain
the park has had an eye on replacing the
equipment but the cost was way out of reach.
Luckily, we have had two neighbors, Jeff
Becker and Scott Agies, step up and take the
lead on applying for a grant though KABOOM!.

KaBOOM! is a national nonprofit organization
working to create a great place to play within
walking distance of every child in America.
KaBOOM! brings together parents, community
leaders and corporate partners to facilitate the
group planning, design and assembly of new
community playgrounds.

If accepted we will have to do some heavy
lifting such as removal of the old playground,
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prep of the site for the new playground and
helping with the assembly of the new
playground. If you are interested in helping
out, please contact email Jeff Becker
(jeff.becker@earthlink.net) or call Scott at 427-
6619.

For more information on KABOOM! visit
http://www.kaboom.org/

Unified New Orleans Plan (UNOP) Update

The UNOP will kick off its first round of district-
level planning this Saturday, October 14. Each
district will hold an individual meeting with their
respective planning team. In these district
meetings, local and displaced residents from
each planning district will meet to assess the

progress of current community projects and
establish the direction for future initiatives.
Each district’s planning team will present the
status of projects to date and answer questions
that the district residents may have. Each
district meeting will last for approximately two
hours.

We are District 7 which includes Bywater,
Desire Area and Development, Florida Area
and Development, and St Roch
neighborhoods. Our planning meeting will be
from 9 – 11 a.m. at Desire Street Ministries -
3600 Desire Parkway at Higgins. All members
of the community are encouraged to participate
in this important process.

For more information about the UNOP visit
http://www.unifiedneworleansplan.com/home2
or call 877 527 3284.
Later district planning meetings will take place
on Nov. 16 or 17 and Jan. 6 or 7.

Reader’s Letter

So, everyone has a storm story; finally I have a
contribution.

Just when I was beginning to feel left out, my
roofers finally showed up. Actually, these very
young Spanish men were unceremoniously
dumped in front of my house, along with
roofing materials.
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There was a lot of finger-pointing and arm-
waving, but no one spoke the other’s language.
The “boss” roared off to another job site, and
would not return until 5:00PM. I was worried;
but the sun was shining and I was going to be
late to the doctor’s office, so off I went.

A brief, but heavy rain fell while I left the
doctor’s office. “Surely they would have taken
some precautions. Surely they wouldn’t leave
any holes uncovered. Surely, they are
professionals, aren’t they…?”

The outside of the roof looked wonderful, but
when I entered my house and saw that rain
was pouring in through three completely
collapsed ceilings, leaving minor water damage
in 5 other ceilings…

After a brief, private crying spasm, I called my
husband the lawyer, and the owner of the
roofing company.

Let it be said that there is no better use for
“legalese” than to right the wrongs in our lives.
All was made right, after much ado about
quality of workmanship, etc., who’s paying for
what and why, and why the paint had to match
precisely.

So, that’s it, and now I feel a part of the victims
of the Storm, the City and illegal and immoral
contractors.

I know that I am in good company, and would
love to hear your stories.

Have courage,

Patty

ORCHIDS

To Wilson Bourg Lumber, United Hardware and
Sal’s Plumbing for donating the supplies and service
that help us keep Washington Square Park open.

To Councilmember Carter for his continued
support of our issues, neighborhood and
organization.

To all those that have moved into or opened a
business in our neighborhood.

ONIONS

To those that do not pick up after their dogs.

To those that trash our neighborhood by not
putting trash where it belongs.


