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In Memory

The Marigny lost a wonderful human, mother,
wife and friend.

Helen Hill died tragically Thursday, January 4,
2007, at her home where she was shot during a
house break-in. Born in Columbia on May 9,
1970, she was the daughter of Jacob Davis Hill,
Jr. and Becky Wingard Hill Lewis. She was
reared with her brother, Jacob Davis Hill, 111, by
her mother and stepfather, Kevin Lewis. She
attended Brennen Elementary, Hand Junior
High and graduated from Dreher High School
and Harvard University. She then trained as an
experimental animated filmmaker at California
Institute for the Arts. She and her husband, Dr.
Paul Gailiunas, a general practitioner, lived in
Halifax, Nova Scotia, for several years before
settling in New Orleans.

Helen's films won prizes at home and abroad.
She was a valued teacher, and her widely
distributed publication, Recipes for Disaster: A
Handcrafted Film Cookbooklet, for experimental
animators, was supported by a grant from the
Canada Council. She won a Rockefeller
Foundation Program for Media Arts grant in
2004 to support the making of a film, The
Florestine Collection, about a unique African-
American seamstress in New Orleans.




Helen was a gift to all who knew her. Her
unbridled optimism and light touch were an
oncoming sunrise to all whom she loved, enjoyed,
and inspired. Her convivial monthly tea parties
help to explain the large following of young
people in New Orleans who loved her in return
and join in mourning her death.

Permanent Katrina damage to their home had
driven Helen, Paul, Poppy, and Rosie, their pig,
to temporary sanctuary in Columbia. But Helen's
love of New Orleans drew them back in the
summer of 2006.

Surviving are her husband; son, Francis Pop
Gailiunas; her mother and stepfather of
Columbia; her brother, Jacob; her sister-in-law,
Brett Mirsky Hill; nephew, Wyatt Davis Hill, all
of New York, N.Y.; her father of Portland, Maine;
a large circle of aunts, uncles, cousins; and a
grandmother by marriage. She was predeceased
by her maternal grandparents, Albert Kenneth
Wingard and Helen Addison Wingard, for whom
she was named; and paternal grandparents,
Jacob Davis Hill and Theo Gause Hill.

Helen was a true part of the fabric we call New
Orleans and her absence will be felt greatly.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to
""Doctors Without Borders" or to the Helen
Addison Wingard Scholarship Fund at Columbia
College, Columbia.

President’s Report
By Chris Costello

Happy New Year. It was a hectic last couple of months
in 2006, working on the UNOP, staving off the Riverfront
Vision 2005 Plan and keeping Bellsouth from erecting a
30’ by 30’ telecommunications switching station in the
middle of our neighborhood. The good news is that the
UNOP plan is almost over, we successfully amended the
Riverfront Vision 2005 Plan and Bellsouth’s application
was turned down at HDLC. With all that was going on
and our regular 9 to 5, not much time was left for our
November newsletter. Not to fear, we have folded it into
our January issue.

There is much to celebrate, but sadly there is also one to
mourn — the tragic death of our neighbor and friend
Helen Hill. Her death motivated our neighborhood and
the residents of the New Orleans to march on City Hall
saying, “Enough is enough.” Her senseless death will
not be forgotten and it is my hope that we will learn and
grow stronger because of it.

Congratulations to all those who helped us in pulling off
a very successful walking tour. It was a beautifully
sunny and brisk day in the park where neighbors, friends
and visitors enjoyed the art market and walking tour. A
big thanks to Bill Marigny Hyland, a great, great, great,
great, great grandson of Bernard Marigny and the
current personification of Bernard’s ghost, Lloyd Sensat
for producing the tour and entertaining tour goers. It was
a wonderful event that educated people about our
historic neighborhood. (Continued pg. 8)

Walking Tour Success
By Leigh Crawford

Washington Square Park was the starting point for
our It Annual Fall Walking Tour. The Park was also
the site of our second Art Market, with 14 artists set
up under the extraordinary canopy of the
Washington Square Oaks.

The Tour guides led groups through the
neighborhood at half hour intervals from 12 o’clock
noon till 3:30 pm. While pointing out our notable
architecture and historic homes they told the tale of
how Faubourg Marigny came to be. Along the
journey these groups had a chance meeting with the
Marquis Antoine Xavier Bernard Philippe de
Marigny de Mandeville himself in the Court Yard of
the Claiborne Mansion. A place he was often
entertained with music recitals by the daughter’s of
W. C. C. Claiborne, the son of our first American




Governor. From all accounts the Marquis was
charming and lively with quite an eye for the pretty
girls taking the tour!

A total of 74 people took the tour and they and
many more visited the Art Market for an early start
to holiday shopping. There were artist from many
disciplines. Represented were printmaking, jewelry
making, photography, pottery, soft sculpture, soap
making, glass blowing, the written word and fine
art. Both the artists and attendees agreed that it
was a great market and a wonderful venue.

Next May we will have our 35" Annual Home
Tour, a self guided walk through the Faubourg with
stops along the way to visit the interiors of historic
buildings and homes. These two events, the Fall
Guided Walking Tour and the Spring Home Tour
(both with Art in Washington Square Park) give us
in the Faubourg, those who live elsewhere in the
city and others from beyond the opportunity to
learn the unique history and architectural
importance of our beloved Faubourg Marigny. We
will look forward to seeing all of you and more at
these events in 2007.

Caroling Fun

Our Caroling event drew an enthusiastic crowd of young
and old as we ushered in the Holiday season. Girls and
Boys Town kicked of the event with a special ceremony
officially opening the doors to their youth home. The
kids were in true holiday spirit as they both made the
ornaments and decorated the tree that graced
Washington Square Park.

A big thanks to our Caroling Queen, Kellye Deel, for
organizing the event. A special thanks to: Roland, R.J.,
Chris and Roseanne of Marigny Brasserie for the hot
drinks and cookies, to Hubigs Pies for the delicious pies,
to Rocky Russo for donating the brochures, to St. Paul
Lutheran church for the use the sound system, and to
Sarah Inman for the wonderful trapeze show. Last but
not least to Rebecca Berry for her musical
accompaniment.

We would also like to thank all those that helped clean
the park on Saturday before and to John Deveney,
Deborah Oppenheim, Rick Fifield, Leigh Crawford and
Chris Costello for setting up and working the table the
night of the event.

A Time to Renew

January not only starts a new calendar year, but it also
starts a new fiscal year for the organization. This means
it is time to renew your membership dues. Dues are an
important part of the organization in that they offset the
cost for the newsletter and give us the working capital to
put on the events we have throughout the year.

We are always looking for ways to save money and time
so that our limited resources can go further. One way is
to have members pay their dues by January so we do
not have to incur the expense of stamped return
envelopes and extra newsletter postage. We are asking
members to renew in January by one of two methods.

1. If you have no changes to your contact information
which includes your telephone number and email
address, simply cut out your mailing label and return
it to us with your dues by one of the methods below.

2. If you have changes to your contact information
which includes your telephone number and email
address, simply cut out your mailing label, annotate
your corrections/additions on the mailing label and
return it us with your dues by one of the methods
below.

The 2007 dues rates are:

Individual - $15, Individual Senior (65+) - $5
Household (2+ individuals) - $20,

Senior Household (2+ seniors) - $10
Business - $25

You can either mail your renewal to our post office box,
drop it off in the mail slot at 2408 Chartres Street, 2817
Burgundy or 2101 Burgundy #1 or bring it to a general
meeting. (The next one is 1/15.)

Buckmoth Caterpillars Are Coming. Ouch!

It was hard to miss the swarms
of buck moths that emerged
rather early to lay their eggs. It
is a sobering reminder that
their offspring, the dreaded
buck moth caterpillars with
their colorful but toxin laden
spines, will be covering our
oaks in our yards and our
beautiful Washington Square Park.




The Friends of Washing Square Park instituted a
Save Our Trees program after Katrina to help the
oaks in Washington Square Park stay healthy and
buckmoth free. With over 40 trees in our park, the
cost for spraying as well as fertilizing to keep them
healthy is expensive yet what they give back in cool
shade and beauty is well worth it.

We are asking people to adopt a tree by donating
the money to pay for the yearly buckmoth spraying
and fertilizing. The cost is $55 per tree, $30 for half
atree.

If you can adopt a tree, please send a check made
payable to FMIA with "Save Our Trees" in the
memo. Send to:

FMIA, Save Our Trees
P.O. Box 770080
New Orleans, LA 70177.

Riverfront Re-Vision 2005

The fight is over and we won!

Thanks to Councilman Carter and Thomas for all their
work on passing this historic amendment to the
Riverfront Vision 2005 Plan. As you know, we have
been very concerned with several of the
recommendations in the Riverfront Vision 2005 plan
such that we wanted the City Council to deny the motion
to adopt it. Of major concern was that developers would
suggest that the adoption of the Riverfront Vision 2005
Plan is a blanket endorsed of all the recommendations in
the plan including the change in height variances at the
riverfront sections called “nodes”. The amendment
makes it clear that such considerations will be discussed
and considered later, when there is a specific proposal
before the public, not in advance.

It was smiles all around at last Thursday’s City Council
meeting when Councilman Carter introduced the
statesman-like amendment to the resolution approving
and adopting the City Planning Commission’s Riverfront
Vision 2005. The amendment was readily accepted as a
“friendly amendment” by City Council President Oliver
Thomas, who had introduced the original resolution.
Councilman Thomas said that he liked the amendment,
because it made it clear that the public would have
plenty of input opportunities as the city continued to plan

(Continued on pg 9)

Yours Truly in a Swamp
by
Leonard Earl Johnson

From La Porte, Texas to The Promised Land

The year of the last great Cuban boatlift I was a
crewmember aboard the U. S. flagged "'S. S. Sealander," a
container ship on a run with stops between Houston,
Texas and Rotterdam, Holland. During that year the
Sealander quit calling at the wharves along Houston's
downtown Ship Channel and began stopping at newer,
bigger facilities near La Porte, Texas — a town so far out
in the boonies it was barely in from the Gulf of Mexico.

The Houston Port Authority's decision to move container
service to La Porte was — and still is — a great thorny
urchin in the belly of thirsty sailors everywhere. Mind
you, near the new terminal existed a dirt - floored, tin -
roofed watering hole named The Little Goat Ranch. It sat
promisingly along the turn at Barber's Cut, on a
beachhead that was easy walking distance from our
ship's new berth. But it was not Houston.

(Conintued on pg. 10)

March for Survival

For those that attended, the march on City Hall was an
amazing experience. Residents from all over New
Orleans gathered at the foot of Canal to start the
procession which wound its way through the CBD to
make it to City Hall. The crowd was 3000+ with signs
expressing the frustration we all feel about crime and the
state of City.

The organizers of the march presented Five Ideas for
Change to City Hall. They are:

1. Gun Safety, Gun Responsibility

Much gun violence is perpetrated with stolen weapons.
When a gun is used in a violent crime, that gun must be
traced.

2. Police Presence

The relationship between the police and the people they
are called to protect must be revised. We must focus on
building trust on the part of both officers and citizens.
Our streets must feel safer and under the competent,
steady supervision of our patrol officers.

3. Recognize the Tragedy of Each Victim

Each violent death is an individual and immeasurably
tragic loss. We must treat each victim with the respect
due to each valued member of our community, not as a
number.




4. Transparency

With greater access to information, we can all feel more
in control of our environment.

5. Prevention

Alleviating crime is impossible without addressing the
root causes behind criminal actions. We must find a way
to raise children who value life and our communities.

All the speakers echoed the responsibility for crime
reduction is with both the police and the residents. We
must all work together to solve this issue.

To get involved and for more information visit
www.silenceisviolence.org.

Meet The Neighbors NIGHT

Come socialize with your fellow Marigny residents at our
second Meet Your Neighbors night. The event will be at
the R Bar (corner of Royal and Kerlerec), beginning at
6:30 p.m., with a published end time of 8:30 p.m.
(though the last Meet Your Neighbors event lasted much
longer!).

Thank you to Stephanie Pedro and Justin Kalina for
organizing this event to help us rebuild our community.

Krewe Du Vieux

Mark your calendars. Krewe Du Vieux is
February 3. The theme this year is
Habitat for Insanity and the sub krewes
have good laughs in store with sub themes such as
“HOME, HOME AND DERANGED”, “Post Traumatic Sex
Disorder” and “The Beauticians’ Village” to name a few.

For a full list of the sub themes and additional
information, visit www.kreweduvieux.org.
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Literary Round Table at the Hotel Royal
Sonesta

The first Round Table Luncheon of 2007, taking place on
Wednesday, January 17, 2007 at noon at Begue's
Restaurant in the Royal Sonesta Hotel.

Our guests are going to be columnist Leonard Earl
Johnson and novelist Julie Smith who will be reading
and discussing "Adventure in Publishing."”

For reservations call Noel at 504-553-2220 or email:
nscallan@royalsonestano.com

_ Main Street

This past week a Resource Team from the National
Trust's Main Street Program was in town
conducting an in-depth workshop and examination
of the St. Claude Avenue Urban Main Street
Project. The project was one of four urban Main
Street projects recently selected by the Louisiana
Main Street Program to share in a $1.5 million
redevelopment grant.

The St. Claude Avenue Project encompasses the
St. Claude commercial district from Elysian Fields
to Press Streets.

The Resource Team Workshop included a Public
Forum which was held January 11 at Our Lady Star
of the Sea. At this forum, the Resource Team
shared their observations garnered through visits
with the project's steering committee, interviews
with local residents, business owners, and
stakeholders, and walking tours of the project area.
They also made recommendations for revitalizing
this area based on their observations and
experience in downtown renewal.

The St. Claude Main Street program is looking for
volunteers to help them by being on one of the four
committees. They are Organization,Promotion,
Design, and Economic Development. If you can
help, contact Kina Joshua at (504) 482.5722.

For more information on the Main Street Program
visit http://www.crt.state.la.us/hp/Imsintro.htm.




Fleur de Lis*

Physical Therapy

Fleur de Lis Physical Therapy sends a
big Thank You to the F.M.I.A. for
helping us get through our permitting
process with City Hall.

We are offering all Association Members
a FREE total body strength & fitness
assessment, which can be followed by
four training sessions at a deep
discount, to help you start the New Year
off right!

839 Spain Street
New Orleans, LA 70117
(504) 943-8026

Playground PROGRESS

The Friends of Washington Square
Park had been working to replace the
playground equipment with the help
of neighbors (Scott Agies and Jeff
Becker) hoping to tap into a program
called Kaboom that dontates the
equipment to neighborhoods.
Luckily, we were informed that the equipment has
had some safety issues which lead us to
investigate finding the original manufacturer to find
the replacement parts for the equipment. Thanks
to the hard work of Robert Reddington and Calvin
Rice, they were able to locate the manufacturer and
get the original plans to the play ground. Calvin
has made a partial list of the parts and once we
compare that to the plan we will send the list to the
manufacturer to get a quote.

Our goal is to have the equipment ready for spring
but we also realize that depending on the cost we

might not be able to complete all the work. While
we are waiting on the information form the
manufacturer, we want to put some feelers out to
see if we could get a corporate sponsor(s) to help
us with the financial aspects of repairing/painting
the equipment. If you have any suggestions or
ideas, please let us know.

The Unified
New Orleans Plan

Unified New Orleans Plan (UNOP) Update

The UNORP is in its final stages and will have
our plan finished within the next two weeks.

The last community meeting, Community
Congress Il is scheduled for Saturday,
January 20 from 10:00 am - 4:00 pm (CST).
The citywide public meeting will be held at the
Convention Center, and free lunch, parking,
childcare, and limited transportation will be
available.

Registration is free and easy. You can either
sign up on the UNOP website (www.
unifiedneworleansplan.com) or call 1-866-940-
1095.

Yours Truly in a Swamp

by
Leonard Earl Johnson

Thursday, November 2006
L. E.J. Today / Happy Thanksgiving!

There be no accounting for taste, sugar, but
Chicory-Coffee ice cream is better'n. . . Oh,
breathing fast after an ecstatic experience.

We took Amtrak's Sunset Limited to Lafayette a
couple of days ago, packing a thermos of Chicory-
Coffee, and L. A. Norma. The train left New
Orleans' Union Station on time, and then stopped
at the Huey P. Long Bridge over the Mississippi for




two hours, awaiting two Southern Pacific freighters
breaking the law.

By law, passenger trains are to be allowed past
freight trains. By Dempublican or Republicrat
habit, Southern Pacific routinely holds up
passenger trains while their dispatcher and crews
do whatever, probably dinner and a bobbing on
Bourbon Street.

Parking on The Bridge is doubly wrong. While S. P.
may own the roadbed in general, the Huey was built
by Huey P. Long and the People of Louisiana, and
does not belong to these rogue train men.

The bartender told us the S. P. had been called on
the carpet in Washington, to talk and wink and
laugh with some Goofus W. Administration official
about their massive delays -- sometimes as much as
seventeen, sometimes twenty hours! In Lafayette
locals call the train "on time" if it is within three
hours of schedule.

The bartender said the train rouges decided to
consider their fines, "probably low-balls levied in
1898," an operating expense, and the Goofus W.
Administrator agreed to allow them tax deductions
on them as "operating expenses." We all laughed
and lifted a Corina beer at the passing cypress trees
kicking their knees up over the Atchafalia Basin.

We arrived in Lafayette, "on time,” two hours late.
The land of boudin looked calm and peaceful. The
Chicory-Coffee | brought with me turned out to be
old and bitter.

"Like you," L. A. Norma observed as she stepped on
the station platform and lit up a Camel cigarette. It
was a few days before Thanksgiving.

2007 Home Tour
We are gearing up for our spring Home Tour. We need
homes and help. If you or someone you know would be
interested opening their home, helping out with the
planning or volunteering the day of please contact Reg
Medellin at (504) 940-4042.

Orchids & Onions

* . To Stephanie Pedro and Justin Kalina for organizing
the Meet Your Neighbors events. Next one is 1/16
at the R Bar.

e

. To Polly Brown, thank you for all you do and the
hard work.

e

. Baptist Friendship House for Mowing Washington
Square Park.

e

. To Councilmember Carter for his continued support
of our issues, neighborhood and organization.

e

. To Fleur de Lis Physical Therapy for coming to our
neighborhood.

e

. To Helen, Baty and Ken for organizing the march on
City Hall

ONIONS

O .To those that do not pick up after their dogs.

O .To those that trash our neighborhood by not putting
trash where it belongs.

O .To Dbusinesses that operate without the proper
permits.

M eetings

FMIA General and Board meetings are open to the
public. Committees and committee meetings are also
open to anyone who is interested or would like to help.

Board meetings are the first Wednesday of each month
at 7:00 p.m., Location TBA (see FMIA website).

General meetings are the third Monday of each month
and begin with a potluck at 6:30 p.m at St. Paul's
Lutheran Church, 2624 Burgundy Street. The meeting
starts a 7:15 p.m. (There are no general meetings in
July and December.)




